Letters from ...
Dear Families and Friends,

Dear Friends and Families,

First 5 Kern was established
in 1998 through Proposition
10, a tax on tobacco, to
improve the lives of children,
ages 0 to 5, and their
families. Rob Reiner was
the driving force behind Prop
10 which was proposed to
address an inadvertent epidemic of neglect for our
youngest children.

It is hard to believe it has really
been 20 years since First 5 Kern
was launched. This is truly a
milestone for children’s well-being
in California and Kern County.

Twenty years later, First 5 Kern has made a
significant impact to children and families in Kern
County. At the outset, First 5 Kern was established
to strengthen and support our 0 to 5 kids and
their families by emphasizing health and wellness,
parent education and early child care and education
through empowering our funded partners with an
integration of services and building collaborative
systems of care.
Our investments over the past twenty years have
touched more than a million children, parents and
service providers. Kern County is stronger today
because of the collaboration and commitment we
have made together to create an early care system
for children and families.
We are grateful for the contributions of our
community partners, the leadership of the Kern
County Board of Supervisors and the dedication of
the Kern County Children and Families Commission.
You have all played a significant and vital role in
our success. We have been honored to serve the
parents and children in our community over the past
twenty years.
As we celebrate our past successes, we must also
understand that our work is far from done. First 5
Kern will continue to be the catalyst to strengthen
systems and build new ones where gaps in services
may exist. We will continue to invest in evidencebased models of care that build upon our strong
foundation we have created thus far. We will need
to expand our reach and our comfort zone by
diversifying our funding and building public-private
partnerships to allow First 5 Kern to continue to
meet the ever increasing needs of our youngest
children and families.
We look forward to working with all of you to
continue our work for the next twenty years!!
Roland Maier
Executive Director

Upon returning to Kern County
from a three-year hiatus in the
mountains of Colorado and
Montana, I was excited to learn about Proposition
10’s initiative to help pay for underfunded services for
mothers and children. While in Colorado, I discovered
an evidence-based program started in Denver called
the Nurse-Family Partnership, which connected a
trained Public Health Nurse with a low-income, highrisk, first-time mother for over two years.
The intensive home visiting and case management
program led to phenomenal behavioral and health
outcomes for both the mother, child and subsequent
siblings and had 20 years of research behind it. Back
in Kern County, I was suddenly on a mission to bring
the program to where it was truly needed.
Thanks to First 5 Kern funding, the Nurse Family
Partnership has been serving all of Kern County since
2001 and it has been able to replicate the fantastic
outcomes of the original programs.
But this is just one story. Many of the innovative and
successful programs focused on services for children
would likely have never seen the light of day had it not
been for funding from First 5 Kern.
Twenty years later we can now sit back and appreciate
the reams of data that have proven, beyond a shadow
of a doubt, that our tax dollars have been well spent on
efficient and effective public services.
I am proud to have been part of this grand new
concept of results-based accountability since its
inception. After 34 years devoted to Public Health,
it is an honor to continue my public service as a
Commissioner, and now Chairperson, for First 5 Kern.
Congratulations to First 5 Kern on 20 years of working
for our children!
Lucinda Wasson
Chairperson
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Discovery Depot is initially funded by
First 5 Kern as a capital project. The
center was the first licensed child care
center located in a homeless shelter in
California, and continues to be funded
to this day.

Voters in California pass
Proposition 10, creating the
California Children and Families
Commission – also known as
First 5 California.
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1999
First ever meeting of the Kern
County Children and Families
Commission (KCCFC). Supervisor
Peter Parra was named the first
Chairperson, and Steven Ladd
was the first Executive Director.
The Commission approved the
first Strategic Plan in December.

2002

The Kit for New Parents first become
available in Kern County.

2000
KCCFC (First 5 Kern)
approves funding for 26
projects as a part of its
first funding cycle.

2000
First 5 Kern funds enable the
creation of the Kern County
Nurse-Family Partnership
Program – a home visitation
program focused on high-risk,
low-income, first-time mothers
and their infants up to two years
of age. This intensive,
nursing case
management
program
continues
to receive
funding
to this
date.

2001
Adventist Health (then named
San Joaquin Community Hospital)
unveils the Mobile Immunization
Clinic, funded by First 5 Kern. The
mobile unit travels throughout the county
each year and has served over 45,000 kids.

2001
First 5 Kern announces an innovative mini-grant program to
assist licensed day care facilities, primarily with playground
safety and classroom improvements. The program funded
179 projects over eight years, investing over $1.6 million.

2001
Kern County Children’s Dental Health Network was
launched, funded solely with Prop. 10 funds.

2001
Funding starts for bolstering several Family Resource
Centers and Community Collaboratives throughout Kern
County. Today, 16 different FRCs and Collaboratives are
funded by First 5 Kern.

2003

First 5 Kern announced the launch of
a $10 million, 35-school, School
Readiness Initiative (SRI) in Kern
County. The SRI was a community
collaboration to provide easy access
to resources and programs for early
child care and education. Matching
funds came from First 5 California.

2009
First 5 commissions
throughout the state
survive Prop. 1D on
voter ballots, which
would have diverted
$268 million annually
from First 5s into
the state’s general
fund. The proposition
was overwhelmingly
defeated, 66% to 34%.

2007
First 5 Kern presented with
a resolution for “Excellence
in Leadership” by the First
5 Association. Only 3 of
California’s 58 commissions
received the honor.

2007
2-1-1 Kern County – an
information and referral
program – is launched
by CAPK, with funding
assistance from First 5 Kern
and other partners.

2004

Launch of the Children’s Health
Initiative, a universal health care
program exclusively for children
0-5 who did not qualify for existing
health insurance programs.
Approximately 2,000 kids were in
need of health care assistance and
$5.3 million was committed to the
initiative over a three-year span.

2008
First 5 Kern, at the behest of
Supervisor Michael Rubio, convenes
the first meeting of a workgroup that
would eventually lead to the Medically
Vulnerable Care Coordination Project
(MVCCP). The program began full
implementation in fall, 2010.

2008
First 5 Kern receives a Beautiful
Bakersfield Award in the Health
Category for the Children’s Health
Initiative.

2011

2014

The first MVCCP
Conference is held
in Bakersfield.
Organized by Marc
Thibault, the annual
event continues to
this day.

First 5 California
launches the
“Talk. Read.
Sing.” campaign
to increase parent
awareness of the
importance of early
brain development
via mass and social
media, books and a
parent website.

2016
First 5 Kern holds
the first of 12 town
hall meetings throughout
Kern County, to receive
public input on the
direction of future
funding.

2013
2010
The Make A Splash
program is funded by First
5 Kern. Run by the City of
Bakersfield, this program
has introduced over 4,200
kids 0-5 to water safety
and continues to this day.
A similar program is also
now funded in Kernville.

“Daddy’s Tool Bag”
DVD introduced. A
collaboration with
First 5 agencies
in Kern, San Luis
Obispo and Tulare
counties, the DVD
was a parent howto guide geared
specifically for new
fathers.

2017

The Safe Sleep Coalition of
Kern, in collaboration with the
Kern Literacy Council, donates
more than 1,600 books
(Sleep Baby, Safe and Snug) to
various community agencies
highlighting proper safe sleep
practices and the dangers of
SIDS. The Safe Sleep Coalition
is hosted by First 5 Kern.

2015

First 5 IMPACT is unveiled
by First 5 California, investing
$190M statewide through
partnerships with local
counties to increase the
number of high-quality early
learning settings for children.

Commissioner Timeline

Commission Chairperson
Timeline
•Pete H. Parra – 1999-2005
•B.A. Jinadu M.D., M.P.H. – 2005-2006
•Roland Maier – 2006-2009
•Mimi Audelo – 2009-2012
•Larry Rhoades – 2012-2015
•Al Sandrini – 2015-2017
•Lucinda Wasson – 2017-current

Executive Director
Timeline
•Steven Ladd – 1999-2007
•Wendy Wayne – 2007-2008
•Larry Rhoades – 2008-2010
•Jamie Henderson – 2010-2014
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•Roland Maier – 2014-current

First 5 Kern All-Time
Expenditures by Focus Area
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Commissioners

Technical Advisory Committee

LUCINDA WASSON, CHAIRPERSON
Retired Director of Public Health Nursing

SUSAN LERUDE, Chair Commissioner

AL SANDRINI, VICE CHAIRPERSON
Retired School District Superintendent

TIFFANY APPLE, Kaiser Permanente

JENNIE SILL, SECRETARY
Kern Behavioral Health and Recovery Services
DENA MURPHY, TREASURER
Kern County Department of Human Services
SUPERVISOR MICK GLEASON
Kern County Board of Supervisors
MICHELLE CURIOSO
Kern County Public Health Services Department
SUSAN LERUDE
Retired Kern County Probation Department
KELLY RICHERS
Superintendent, Wasco Union Elementary School District

MICHELLE CURIOSO, Commissioner
TAMMY BURNS, Early Childhood Council of Kern
TOM CORSON, Kern County Network for Children
KAREN DAVIS, Arvin Family Resource Center
SHELLBY DUMLAO, Kern County Department of Public
Health Services
ALEJANDRA GUTIERREZ, Kern Behavioral Health and
Recovery Services
RUSS HASTING, Kern County Department of Public
Health Services
ANTANETTE REED, Kern County Department of Human
Services
REBECCA ROTH, Taft College
ISABEL C. SILVA, Kern Health Systems
DEBBIE WOOD, Community Advocate
JENNIFER WOOD-SLAYTON, Lamont Vineland School
Readiness Program

Staff
ROLAND MAIER, Executive Director
KATHY HYLTON, CPA, MPA, MSA, Chief Finance Officer
THERESA ORTIZ, Chief Evaluation / Program Officer
KEVIN BARTL, Communications and Media Specialist
PAULA DE LA RIVA-BARRERA, Program Officer
CRYSTAL GARDNER, Finance Specialist
ANASTASIA LESTER, MPA, Program Officer
ANALY MARTINEZ, Program Officer
CHARLENE MCNAMA, Administrative Finance Specialist
DIANA NAVARRO, Senior Research Analyst
SHARON POWELL, Administrative Assistant

2724 L Street, Bakersfield CA 93301
www.First5Kern.org
661.328.8888

@First5Kern

PATTI TAYLOR, Senior Finance Officer

