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Session 6 - NEGLECT  

 
What is Neglect? (Ask the class their ideas of what neglect is) 
Definition: It is a failure of the parents to meet the various needs of the child. Whereas 
Physical Abuse and Sexual Abuse in the home cannot happen unintentionally Neglect 
may happen. Neglect may exist because of what a parent is not doing right rather than 
because of what they are doing wrong. 
 
Indicators of Neglect: 
 

 Abandonment or refusal to care 

 Educational neglect 

 Failure to supervise or protect; leading to physical harm 

 Failure to supervise or protect; leading to sexual harm 

 Failure to obtain treatment for the child’s mental, emotional or developmental 
problems 

 Permitting maladjusted or criminal behavior and physical neglect 
(Ask the class to give examples of the neglect indicators) 
 

 
 
 
What is Chronic Neglect? 
Definition: Chronic Neglect, as defined by American Humane, is an ongoing, serious 
pattern of deprivation of a child’s basic physical, developmental, and/or emotional needs 
by a parent or caregiver resulting in accumulation of harm to the child. 

Indicators of Chronic Neglect 

Indicators, which may indicate that the child(ren) is affected by an accumulation of harm. 
The continuous or prolonged nature of these indicators will show the chronicity of 
neglect in a family. The indicators listed below should aid the worker in identifying 
accumulation of harm and child safety issues, as they relate to the occurrence of chronic 
neglect. 

 Prior History of Child Abuse & Neglect Reports and/or Referrals 
 Type of Maltreatment—neglect, more likely 
 Age of Child—younger, more likely 
 Number of Children in the Home—more children, more likely 
 Family Income—lower, more likely 
 Parental Substance Abuse or Untreated Mental Illness 
 Child Vulnerability/disability 

 
 
 

**Complete In-Class Assignment** 
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Types of Neglect 
 

 Neglect  

 Physical abuse  

 Emotional (psychological) abuse  

 Sexual abuse  

 Supervision  
 
*** For more detailed information, please review the Types of Neglect in the “Extra 
Materials” section of the binder.  
 
 
Reasons Neglect happens: 
 

 Ignorance that personal chaos has created a problem 

 Inadequate child-rearing information and/or resources 

 Lack of child-rearing skills 

 Impaired attachment between children and parents 

 Overwhelmed by the responsibilities of parenting 
 
 
Situations that Compound Neglect: 
 

 Poverty 

 Substance Abuse 

 Mental Health Issues 

 History of Domestic Violence/Neglect 
1. Current abuse from parent to parent 
2. Current abuse from parent to child 
3. if the parent experienced abuse or neglect as a child 

 
 
Poverty 
 

 Parents may have limited resources which may reduce the ability to adequately 
provide necessities for the child; i.e. the SPICES of life. 

 Poverty often can isolate families from neighbors, relatives, medical centers, day 
care and schools which take children off the radar of those in the community that 
may be able to recognize problems and offer services. 

 Approximately 20% – 30% of women who are on welfare are victims of domestic 
violence. 
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Substance Abuse 
 

 Substance abuse appears to be the most common, and among the most 
powerful, factors associated with physical abuse and neglect 

 Domestic Violence is the primary cause of alcoholism in women, accounting for 
more than ½ of all women alcoholics 

 Variables between SA and child maltreatment are: parental inconsistency, poor 
limit setting, excessively harsh discipline, parental conflict, poor communication, 
parental absence, and social isolation. 

 Children prenatally exposed to alcohol or drugs may have special needs which 
SA parents are not as equipped to deal with. 

 As many as 2/3’s of people in drug treatment programs report being abused as 
children 

 
 
Mental Health Issues 
 

 The two largest mental disorders identified in parents who neglect or abuse their 
children are depression and substance abuse. 

 Women with PTSD were 8 times more likely to be perpetrators of violence than 
were all other subjects 

 Munchausen Syndrome by Proxy, though uncommon, is a mental disorder in 
which the link between the parental disorder and child maltreatment is most 
evident. 

 
Domestic Violence 
 

 Up to 63% of abused women have children who are being abused or neglected 

 The greater the severity and frequency of violence against women, the more 
likely that her children are also being abused. 

 Battered women are much more likely than other women to abuse their own 
children 

 
 
Possible Consequences 
 

 Physical Consequences  

 Emotional Consequences  

 Mental/Developmental Consequences  

 Behavioral/Societal Consequences  
 
*** For more detailed information, please review the Possible Consequences in the 
“Extra Materials” section of the binder. 
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Shaken Baby Syndrome 
 
The immediate effects of this, which is a common form of abuse in infants, can include 
vomiting, concussion, respiratory distress, seizures, and death. Long term effects can 
include blindness, learning disabilities, mental retardation, cerebral palsy, or paralysis. 
 
Long-Term Effects 
 

 Physical Health Problems 

 Mental Health Problems 

 Suicidal Behavior 

 Eating Disorders and Obesity 

 Re-Victimization 

 Alcohol and Substance Abuse 

 Aggression, Violence and Criminal Behavior 

 Intergenerational Transmission of Abuse and Neglect 

 High-Risk Sexual Behavior 

 Homelessness 
 
 
*** For more detailed information, please review the Effects of Child Abuse and Neglect 
for Adult Survivors in the “Extra Materials” section of the binder.  
  
 
Prevention 
 

To protect your child from abuse: 

 Listen to your child. Let him or her know it is safe to talk about anything with you. 

 Get to know your child’s friends and their families.  

 Screen all caregivers, such as babysitters and daycare centers. Find out what 
they know about child health, child development, and child care. This may 
include getting permission for a police background check.  

 Teach your child the proper names for the private parts of his or her body. Teach 
the difference between "good touch" and "bad touch." 

 Ask a family member or friend to give you a break when you feel overwhelmed. 
Learn healthy ways to manage stress.  

 Get help if you have ever been a victim of abuse. A good place to start is the 
Child help hotline at 1-800-4-A-CHILD (1-800-422-4453). You can talk to a 
counselor for free without giving your name. 
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Information on Child Abuse and Neglect 

You can help prevent child abuse and neglect by using techniques to help you manage 
the responsibilities and stress related to parenting and daily life. Regardless of whether 
you are a parent, you can help children by showing concern for their well-being, 
volunteering when you are able, and being a general advocate for them. 

If you are a parent or caregiver of children try doing the following: 

 Learn and use effective parenting and discipline techniques and avoid the use of 
corporal punishment. Parenting classes are offered in most communities.  

 Learn healthy techniques to resolve conflicts and manage stress.  

 Ask for help when you need it. Call a family member or friend to give you a break 
if you feel overwhelmed. Find out about community resources that are available 
to help you with child care or other services you need. Some communities have 
respite care facilities for children, which provide temporary child care during 
times when you need a break.  

 Get treatment if you have ever been a victim of abuse. Also seek help if you have 
problems with depression, alcohol or substance abuse, or violent behavior. 

 Increase your knowledge of children's developmental stages. The normal pattern 
of crying in a newborn is a common trigger for shaken baby syndrome (also 
called intentional head injury).  

 Remove firearms and other dangerous weapons from your home. 

 
MINIMUM SUFFICIENT LEVEL OF CARE 
 
(Ask class what they think this means) 
 
*** For more detailed information, please review the Minimum Sufficient Level of Care in 
the “Extra Material” section of the binder.  

 

http://www.webmd.com/hw-popup/child-maltreatment
http://www.webmd.com/parenting/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/parenting/tc/effective-parenting-and-disciplining-children-topic-overview
http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/corporal-punishment-topic-overview
http://www.webmd.com/balance/stress-management/
http://www.webmd.com/hw-popup/depression
http://www.webmd.com/hw-popup/substance-abuse
http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/violent-behavior-topic-overview
http://www.webmd.com/parenting/baby/newborn-crying

